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Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment dated May 1, 2006, has been received 
and its contents carefully noted. This response is filed within one month of the mailing 
date of the Notice and therefore is believed to be timely without extension of time. 
Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that this response is being timely filed. 

The Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment was issued because "[t]he claims of 
this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order." In 
response, Applicant submits the revised Preliminary Amendment with the claims 
presented in ascending numerical order. 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Please consider the following amendments and remarks in connection with the 
above-identified application. 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this paper. 



Remarks begin on page 9 of this paper. 



